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The Bishop in his homily on this Feast of the Archangels spoke about young men 

choosing Michael as a confirmation name. Having taken the name Michael at 

confirmation, my ears immediately pricked up. He then mentioned that often such 

men come from socially challenging circumstances, and I thought to myself, ‘My 

mother is not going to appreciate him saying that!’ But then I went on to reflect that I 

was a future Dominican vocation at a Jesuit school, perhaps the Bishop is on to 

something! The Bishop is correct, of course, and it’s a beautiful and good thing that 

young men in difficult circumstances are presented with the intercession and 

example of St Michael the Archangel and receive the courage to imagine a different 

future for themselves. 

 

I remember one time being at Walsingham for the launch of a new Shrine appeal 

and then Chaplain Mgr John Armitage saying that at the end of the Mass there 

would be people with buckets on the way out to take up a collection, he also added 

‘don’t worry if you fill up the buckets, if you fill them up, I’ll get wheelbarrows.’ 

This launch isn’t one of those events. It’s not that we don’t want your money, Radio 

Maria relies on donations, we have no adverts, no Vatican funding, no funding from 

the Bishops – I’m not trying to make you feel bad, Bishop John.  At this point I’m 

going to quote Marc Antony from Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar, which seems a very 

appropriate thing to do at the launch of a new Radio Maria England studio in 

London, with so many members of the World Family from Italy present: 

Friends, Romans, countrymen, lend me your ears…. 

 

What we want from you is your ears. But there will be no buckets or wheelbarrows 

outside to collect them, we want them firmly connected to the rest of you! Because, 
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what we want most of all from this evening is not financial help, we want new  

listeners, we want you to listen, and we want you to get all your friends to listen, 

because it’s our listeners who are our lifeblood. There’s no point in a radio station 

without listeners and there’s no future for a radio station with no funding without 

listeners. We believe that if you listen you’ll want to support us in the long-term. 

We’re doing something we think you’ll value. 

 

Please go home from here and start listening, and then when you find something 

that you like, and I’m certain you will, tell other people about it. 

We’re all sick of viruses, but we do want a super-spreader event of a certain sort 

tonight, we want viral advertising. If every person here tonight began to listen and 

encouraged their friends to listen, we’d grow our audience very quickly. 

There is so much that is coarse and crass in our culture, and we’re not that. We want 

to be part of a restoration of our culture by providing something that genuinely 

nourishes, that genuinely raises hearts and minds to higher things, to the Person we 

were made for. 

 

Like Mary, the job of this radio is to lead you to Christ. If you have a story to tell that 

others need to hear, that tells of a lived experience of the power of Jesus, we want to 

hear from you. There’s something very special and intimate about such stories on the 

radio, and we deliberately have very few interviews so that our speakers speak 

directly to you, in your homes, in your cars, maybe even when you’re in the bath, 

although I promise you I am not imagining the latter right now, you’re very much in 

your cars in my thoughts! 

 

I spoke about listeners as lifeblood of the radio, but blood needs a beating heart to 

give circulate it and give life, and that’s our volunteers, many of whom are here 

tonight who give so generously of their time and talents to make what we do 

possible. A special thank you from me to all of you this evening. You are amazing! 
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I want to just finish with one story which gives an example of why this project of 

Radio Maria is so vital and what’s so special about radio. 

 

We had a wonderful young lady on air recently called Grace. She spoke about her 

journey of faith whilst at performing arts college and she told of how, in her final 

presentation, she announced to everyone that everything that she had been doing all 

year was out of love for Jesus. That takes guts in this day and age to say, and she said 

she lost some friends because of it. I’m pleased we could give her a platform to tell 

her beautiful and brave story. 

 

After we opened the phone lines a young man phoned in and he spoke of how he’d 

been inspired and that he wanted more people to hear stories like that of Grace. He’d 

said that it had made him think again about the need for religion. It was really very 

beautiful to hear. 

 

Anyway after we went off air, Grace said that she knew the young man and that he 

had given an alias when he spoke on air. That showed me the power of radio. That 

the witness of someone heard in this special intimate way, not on a YouTube video, 

but live, such witness compelled him to call, and to say something, even though he 

didn’t feel confident enough to say his own name. 

 

I hope that as you listen you might hear many more such stories and I thank you for 

your help in making the telling of such stories possible. 
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